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Fate. In comparison with all this rottenness, any
check, any cleansing, though by fire, seemed desir-
able and beautiful. He saw little difference in the
gladiators, or the " causes " for which they combated;
the one comfort was, that they were all going speedily
into the abyss together: And his imagination, finding
no nutriment in any creation, avenged itself by cele-
brating the majestic beauty of the laws of decay.
The necessities of mental structure force all minds
into a few categories, and where impatience of the
tricks of men makes Nemesis amiable, and builds
altars to the negative Deity, the inevitable recoil is
to heroism or the gallantry of the private heart, which
decks its immolation with glory, in the unequal com-
bat of will against fate.

Wilkinson, the editor of Swedenborg, the annotator
of Fourier, and the champion of Hahnemann, has
brought to metaphysics and to physiology a native
vigour, with a catholic perception of relations, equal
to the highest attempts, and a rhetoric like the
armoury of the invincible knights of old. There is in
the action of his mind a long Atlantic roll not known
except in deepest waters, and only lacking what ought
to accompany such powers, a manifest centrality. If
his mind does not rest in immovable biases, perhaps
the orbit is larger, and the return is not yet: but a
master should inspire a confidence that he will adhere
to his convictions, and give his present studies always
the same high place.

It would be easy to add exceptions to the limitary
tone of English thought, and much more easy to